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Eco-criticism, the study of the relationship between literature and the environment,

has become a significant lens through which Indian English poetry is analyzed and
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of contemporary ecological crises. Through close readings and critical perspectives,
the article demonstrates how Indian English poets use symbolism, myth, and personal
experience to evoke a deeper awareness of nature, advocate for environmental ethics,
and challenge anthropocentric worldviews.
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1. Introduction

The relationship between literature and nature is ancient and profound, with poets across cultures drawing inspiration from the
natural world. In the context of Indian English poetry, this relationship is especially rich, shaped by India’s diverse landscapes,
religious traditions, and colonial history. Eco-criticism, as a field, emerged in the late 20th century to analyze how literature
reflects, constructs, and critiques human interactions with the environment12.

Eco-criticism in Indian English poetry examines not just the representation of nature, but also the ethical, cultural, and political
dimensions of environmental issues. It asks: How do poets portray the destruction of nature? What cultural values are embedded
in their depictions of the land, rivers, trees, and animals? How do poems resist or reinforce dominant narratives of development
and progress? These questions are central to understanding the eco-critical turn in Indian English poetry134.

2. Historical Roots: Nature in Indian English Poetry

2.1 Early Indian English Poets

Nature has always been a prominent theme in Indian poetry, from ancient Sanskrit verse to Bhakti and Sufi traditions. Early
Indian English poets such as Henry Derozio and Toru Dutt drew on Indian landscapes and mythologies, blending Western forms
with indigenous content5. Toru Dutt’s “Our Casuarina Tree” (1876) is a classic example, where the tree becomes a symbol of
memory, permanence, and longing, connecting the poet’s personal loss to a universal yearning for rootedness and continuityS5.
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2.2 The Post-Independence Shift

After Independence, Indian English poetry saw a shift from
romanticized nature to more complex, critical engagements.
Poets like Nissim Ezekiel, A.K. Ramanujan, Jayanta
Mahapatra, and Arun Kolatkar began to foreground the
Indian landscape as a site of both beauty and suffering,
reflecting the tensions of modernity, urbanization, and
environmental change6. This marked the beginning of an
eco-conscious attitude in Indian English poetry13.

3. Eco-Critical
Approaches

3.1 Nature as Symbol and Metaphor

Nature in Indian English poetry is not merely a backdrop but
often acquires symbolic significance. Rivers, trees, skies, and
animals serve as metaphors for cultural memory, spiritual
longing, and ecological crisis. For instance, the cutting down
of trees in poems by poets like Keki N. Daruwalla is not just
an act of physical destruction but a violation of sacred
traditions and ecological balancel. The grandmother’s
protest in Daruwalla’s poetry—“Trees are sacred my
grandmother used to say / Felling them is a crime but he
massacred them all”—reflects both a personal and cultural
reverence for naturel.

Perspectives: Key Themes and

3.2 Critique of Anthropocentrism

A significant feature of eco-criticism in Indian English poetry
is the critique of anthropocentrism—the belief that human
beings are the center of the universe and nature exists to serve
them. Poets like Gulzar, in his “Green Poems,” challenge
human ascendancy over nature, giving voice to rivers, trees,
and animals, and urging readers to recognize the agency and
value of the non-human world7. This counter-narrative is
evident in the way nature is personified and allowed to
“speak” in poetry, fostering an ethical and ecological
conscience?.

3.3 Environmental Degradation and Apocalypse
Contemporary poets express deep concern about
environmental destruction, warning of impending calamities
due to human irresponsibility. The fear of ecological
apocalypse is a recurring motif, as poets lament the loss of
biodiversity, pollution of rivers, and deforestation. This is not
just a lament but a call to action, urging society to reconsider
its relationship with nature134.

3.4 Deep Ecology and Biocentrism

Some Indian English poets, especially those from regions like
North-East India, embrace a worldview closer to deep
ecology—a philosophy that recognizes the intrinsic value of
all living beings, not just humans6. Their poetry often reflects
a shift from anthropocentric to biocentric perspectives, seeing
humans as part of a larger ecological web.

4. Major Indian English Poets and Eco-Critical Readings
4.1 Toru Dutt

Toru Dutt’s poetry, particularly “Our Casuarina Tree,”
exemplifies the fusion of personal memory, cultural heritage,
and ecological consciousness. The tree is both a real presence
and a symbol of endurance, connecting the poet’s childhood
to the larger cycles of nature and time. Dutt’s work paved the
way for later poets to explore the interplay between nature,
memory, and identityS5.
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4.2 Keki N. Daruwalla

Daruwalla’s poems often depict the violence inflicted on
nature by modernization. In poems like “The Banyan Tree,”
the felling of trees is intertwined with the destruction of
homes and the loss of cultural values. Daruwalla’s eco-
criticism is rooted in his awareness of the sacredness of
nature in Indian tradition and the consequences of violating
this bondl.

4.3 A.K. Ramanujan

Ramanujan’s poetry explores the relationship between
landscape and identity, often drawing on his South Indian
heritage. His poems evoke the rhythms of rural life, the
sacredness of trees and rivers, and the tension between
tradition and change. Ramanujan’s work is marked by a
subtle ecological awareness, reflecting the
interconnectedness of humans and their environment36.

4.4 Jayanta Mahapatra

Mabhapatra, a poet from Odisha, uses the landscape of his
native region as a canvas for exploring both personal and
collective histories. His poems often depict the suffering of
the land—droughts, floods, and famines—while also
celebrating its resilience. Mahapatra’s eco-criticism is
intertwined with his critique of social injustice and historical
traumab.

4.5 Gulzar

Gulzar’s “Green Poems” are a recent and powerful
contribution to Indian eco-poetry. Written originally in
Hindustani and translated into English, these poems give
voice to rivers, forests, and animals, challenging the
dominant discourse of human superiority. Gulzar’s poetry is
marked by a profound sense of loss and a plea for
environmental ethics, making him a leading ecopoetic voice
in contemporary Indian literature?7.

4.6 Sarojini Naidu and Others

Sarojini Naidu, known as the “Nightingale of India,” often
celebrated the beauty of Indian flora and fauna, though her
approach was more romantic than critical. Modern poets like
Dip Chitre and contemporary voices continue to expand the
eco-critical landscape, addressing issues such as urban
pollution, endangered species, and the commodification of
nature3.

5. Eco-Criticism and Indian Culture: Sacredness and
Sustainability

Indian English poetry is deeply influenced by indigenous
concepts of sacredness and sustainability. Many poems
reflect the traditional Hindu, Buddhist, and tribal reverence
for trees, rivers, and animals as sacred beings. The concept of
“sacred groves” and “sacred landscapes” is a recurring motif,
linking ecological ethics to religious and cultural values!.
This cultural perspective is not static; it is often contrasted
with the forces of modernization, industrialization, and
Western models of development. Poets critique the loss of
traditional ecological wisdom and the alienation of modern
society from nature, advocating for a return to more
harmonious and sustainable ways of living18.
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6. Thematic Analysis: Symbolism, Landscape, and
Environmental Ethics

6.1 Symbolism and Imagery

Indian English poets use rich symbolism and imagery to
convey ecological concerns. Rivers become metaphors for
life, continuity, and pollution; trees symbolize both
rootedness and vulnerability; animals represent innocence
and the threat of extinction. The poetic texture is enriched by
references to local flora and fauna, sacred landscapes, and
mythological motifs136.

6.2 Landscape and Place

The sense of place is central to Indian English eco-poetry.
Poets often ground their work in specific landscapes—
villages, forests, riversides—imbuing them with emotional
and cultural significance. This rootedness allows for a
nuanced critique of environmental change, as poets witness
the transformation of familiar places due to urbanization,
deforestation, or climate change®6.

6.3 Environmental Ethics

Eco-criticism in Indian English poetry is not just descriptive
but normative. Poets urge readers to adopt environmental
ethics, respect the rights of non-human beings, and recognize
the interdependence of all life forms. The poems serve as both
a warning and an inspiration, calling for collective action to
preserve the earth for future generations173.

7. Eco-Criticism,
Knowledge
Eco-criticism in Indian English poetry often intersects with
postcolonial concerns. Poets critique the environmental
consequences of colonialism, such as the exploitation of
natural resources and the imposition of alien values. They
also highlight indigenous knowledge systems and resistance
to ecological imperialism, as seen in the works of Amitav
Ghosh and others in Indian English fiction8.

Poetry thus becomes a site for articulating alternative visions
of development, rooted in local traditions and ecological
wisdom. The celebration of indigenous practices, sacred
landscapes, and community-based resource management is a
recurring theme, offering a counter-narrative to dominant
models of progress86.

Postcolonialism, and Indigenous

8. Contemporary Trends and Challenges

8.1 Urbanization and New Ecological Crises
Contemporary Indian English poets address new ecological
crises arising from rapid urbanization, industrial pollution,
and climate change. Poems reflect the anxieties of living in
polluted cities, the disappearance of green spaces, and the
alienation from nature experienced by urban dwellers34.

8.2 Gender and Eco-Feminism

Eco-feminist perspectives are increasingly visible in Indian
English poetry, with women poets exploring the intersections
of gender, ecology, and social justice. They highlight the
ways in which women, especially in rural and indigenous
communities, are both custodians of ecological knowledge
and victims of environmental degradation.

8.3 Digital Media and Eco-Poetry
The rise of digital media has expanded the reach of eco-
poetry, enabling poets to engage with wider audiences and
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participate in global environmental movements. Online
platforms, poetry slams, and multimedia collaborations are
fostering new forms of ecological expression and activism.

9. Conclusion: The Significance of Eco-Criticism in
Indian English Poetry

Eco-criticism has become an essential framework for
understanding Indian English poetry, revealing the deep
interconnections between literature, culture, and the
environment. Indian poets writing in English have responded
to ecological crises with creativity, empathy, and critical
insight, using their art to challenge destructive practices and
inspire environmental consciousness.

Through symbolism, myth, and personal reflection, these
poets articulate a vision of nature that is both rooted in
tradition and responsive to contemporary challenges. Their
work reminds us that the health of the environment is
inseparable from the health of culture and society, and that
poetry can play a vital role in shaping ecological ethics and
action.
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